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Introduction
Pastoral systems maintain open 

areas in forested landscapes

Biomass accumulation 
contributes to increase the fire 
connectivity and fire intensity

Extensive grazing systems can 
hinder shrub encroachment and 
contribute to a discontinuous 
landscape. 
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Serra da Estrela
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There are no clear drivers of the system, either internal or external.  Instead we have a 
reactive system, with seemingly little capacity of self-influencing. 
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What is can be done to counteract pasture 
abandonment

Higher shepherd income is 
not enough

CAP payments alone do not
benefit the mountain system

Shrub clearing in paths and
key areas

Wide área benefit the value
chain, but not the connection
with altitude pastures
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